THE PUBLIC HEALTH DISPARITIES GEOCODING PROJECT MONOGRAPH 
 
We are excited to announce the availability of a free, on-line monograph 
sharing the concepts, methods, and US census tract poverty data for 
improving monitoring of - and research on - social disparities in health. 

The monograph draws on the work of The Public Health Disparities Geocoding 
Project, based at the Harvard School of Public Health. This project was 
designed to ascertain which area-based socioeconomic measures (ABSMs), at 
which geographic level (census block group, census tract, or ZIP Code), 
would be most apt for monitoring US socioeconomic inequalities in the 
health. 

Based on analyses for outcomes ranging from low birth weight to cancer 
incidence to all-cause and cause-specific mortality, we found that the 
census tract poverty measure best met our criteria for a valid, robust, 
easy to construct, and easy to interpret measure suitable for monitoring 
and analyzing social disparities in health. 

In this monograph, we explain the concepts guiding our project and the 
methods we used, plus provide a data set and instructions for learning how 
to generate incidence rates stratified by the census tract poverty 
measure. Also included, at no cost, are: (1) census tract poverty data 
(categorical & continuous) for all US census tracts included in the 1980, 
1990, and 2000 census, ready for linkage to any geocoded data set, and (2) 
.pdf files of our scientific publications.
